SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
Graves in North Adehide

EARLY HISTORY RELATED

Anyone who has vigited the property on
Peanington terrace, North Adelaide, on
which the Friends'" meeting houre is
erected, will have seen a tombstone on the
northern side of the building, 1t bems
this inseription:-—

“In memory of Mary Ann Barritt, died
Oth, 4th mo. 1848, aged 32 years. And her
pon, Joseph FEarn Barrvitt, who was
drowned 8th, 2nd mo. A.D 1849, aged five
years.”

Eizhty years ago marked the first bural
on the property according to (he custom
of the Bociety of Friends, which was that
members who died should be buried in
their own burial groundsa when such ex-
isted.

This link with the past suggesty that
gomie particulars regarding the early his- |
tory of the Society of Friends in Bouth |
Australia will be of interest. .

First Meeting in Adelaide '

One of the first references to the meet-
ing of Friends in Adelaile is taken from
a letter weitten vn December 29, 1839, by
M.um May to Maria Morris, of B
mnfsh.m:. England, in which she states:—

“We went to a meeting on a First day
(Bunday) l.n a large ‘parlor of J. Barton
Hack's. bhad met only once a day
before we [31’ May family) came, but
decided to meet twice, which we did at
11 and 6 o'clock.” ) DA

As will be seen from the inscription on
the tombetone and from this letter it is
customary among the Friends to substi-
tute “First month,” “First day,” and so
on for the usual designations of the
months and days of the year. The origin
of this is helieved to be a refusal to coun-
tenanee the usage of names. soma of which
were derived from heathen dﬂ-ﬂﬂ-

House Shipped From England -

The Friends’ meeting .in North
Adelaide was shi

sections, mm’i’;"ﬁhfifm May,
who lived at Fairfle Barker.

The dltg was probably 1841 or shortly

after the prn-r.l:mnt n of the vince

e e
. n n

Pe terrace; later shis f

was 80 wit.h the uuphun of a

of-way, which leada the
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gw.,, which leads to meeting

Friends were more numerous in and
round Moun BarhrthmuMm
the ecarly Febroary 2,
there was a meeting of members uf the
society held in James MeGowan's echool-
room, Mount Barker, and the mames of
36 Friends are mentioped.

Succession ef Clerks

Joseph Barritt, sfterward of B.lmndl,
Lyndoch, at this meetisg anneunced his
engagement to Mary Ann Harrison, and
their marriage was solemnised on March
7, 1843, The stone at North ldlllﬂi per-
Eﬁu:tu the mmmr of his wife ml mOD.
daugh f H -]l'n h m
ughter o r. Joseph May,
above, !{m Fdith Barritt, of Mitcham,
and Mrs. :l Eﬂmlzum. of Blackwood, are
surviving dau 8.

At the meeting at Mount Barker in
1843 Jacoh Hmn was a hd duﬂ:
fl:hdlm ﬂrt president G
and among those men ll
present are J. Barton Hack, his wife, az
six children, and Joseph May, his wife
and eight children. en Jacob Hagen
left Bouth Australia, Gmm

Ech . and he was
:urcl::é:d 'E;'wpnm er. of Mount Bll'-
kev, on March 7. 1847. He rem

this position until 1874, when Thomas B
Robson, of Hectorville, was appointed, and
he occupied the office for more than 40
TPATE, he present clerk is Prof. J. R.
Wilton, of ldeh:«h University.

Other burials which took phel in_the
. grounds of the meeting house on Peu-
nington terrace were those of John Bwin-
ford Bassett, of Adelaide, Thomas |
of “.&fmlh William Woodman Wat-
son. of North Adt]nda. Edward Coleman,
ik Barossa, J h James Mold, of G’ll'-:
ler Town, Mary Mitchell, Alfred Hannay
Kekwick, of Adelatde, Hrelena Perry,
of Cox's Creek, El Turner,
Walkerville, and Alfred Capper, of Unley.

Burial Ground Closed |

On .Tuly 2, 18584, the meeting directed
that the graves be levelled round the meet- |
ing house, and in 185 the burial ground
was closed by Adelaide Corporation.

Samuel Gurney, of England, wntm[ ll
1846, on bLehalf of El:l‘h.lh Friends,
etructed the society in Mnlnth -ell
the meeting house and burial

was rescinded in 1847 om eondm thl.t- nn

in expense whatever was incurred on

of English Friends, and that Friends in
South Australia keep the premises in a
proper state ui' repmr

In March, an acre was allotted in
West Terra.cn Lemeu-rr for the use of
Friends. This spare was later reduced in |
size, as it was much larger than was ﬂ-l!'t|
likely to be reguired.

l'rwnf]l who died at Mount Barker were |
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. Friends who died at Mount Barker were
interred in a small private burial greund
at Fairfield, Mount Barker.

In 1850 J. Barton Hack and his family |
lelt the Friends and joined the “Wesleyan
Hociety.™" |

Theve is no mention at all in the min- |
utes of the soviety from 1843 to 1838 of
the actual erection of the meeting house, |
but it has been stated that it was prob-
nixlzi' ml-l!t up during the Bendigo gold rush |
o 3
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